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PRCA Public Affairs and Lobbying Group Meeting – January 2017 

 Date: Friday 27 January 2017, 08:30-10:00 

 Venue: FleishmanHillard Fishburn (Bankside 2, 100 Southwark St, London SE1 0SW) 

Attendees 

 AOA - Henk Van Klaveren 

 FleishmanHillard Fishburn – Simon Richards  

 Food and Drink Federation - Matthew Evans 

 PLMR – Zoe White  

 PRCA – Neha Khatwani 

 PRCA – Nicholas Dunn-McAfee 

 Weber Shandwick – Andrew Gill (Vice-Chair) 

 Weber Shandwick – Emma Pointer (Vice-Chair) 

 Zetter’s Political Services – Lionel Zetter  

 

Apologies  

 Neha relayed apologies for Anna Jobling and Helen Munro. 

 Nicholas relayed apologies for James Turgoose. 

 

Lobbying Act 

 Nicholas updated the Group on the recent code of conduct consultation, which the PRCA 

responded to. The consultation focused on which what makes a relevant code of conduct and 

whether the Registrar should oversee a statutory code of conduct for those who don’t 

subscribe to an industry code. The PRCA has opposed the introduction of a statutory code of 

conduct, which risks undermining industry codes such as the PRCA.  

 Simon raised the issue of spot checks and whether the Registrar had conducted any.  

 Nicholas mentioned that the Registrar had issued a few information notices to evaluate 

internal procedures but did not have a consistent policy on spot checks.  

 Simon raised the issue about the Registrar’s work on APPGs. Nicholas reminded the Group 

that everything that had been reported in the Guardian article had already happened and it 

was not a formal inquiry. The PRCA is pushing for clearer guidance on APPG’s and the status 

of associate membership.  

 Lionel reminded the Group of the upcoming ORCL Stakeholder event on the 8th February 

which consists of an informative session for compliance officers followed by a roundtable with 

the Registrar, Chris Skidmore, and Billy Mclaren, Scottish Lobbying Registrar.  

 

Mental Health in Public Affairs 

 Neha updated the Group on the progress with the Mental Health Toolkit following the PRCA’s 

work with Nikki da Costa’s Mental Health Initiative. The aim of the toolkit would be to offer 

specific guidance and research to the PR and Public Affairs industry on how to manage mental 

health issues in the workplace.  
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 Lionel mentioned that it would be a good idea to host a roundtable with politicians who have 

been vocal on the issue.  

 The Group agreed that it would be a good idea to launch the toolkit at a roundtable discussion 

before the summer. 

 

PRCA Review of Political Predictions  

 Nicholas updated the Group on the PRCA’s work with Andy Sawford on how the PR and 

Communications industry uses polling in light of Brexit and U.S. Presidential Election. The 

focus of this review would be to look at how the industry weights against confirmation bias, 

how polls are communicated and how the industry plans for either outcome. The advisory 

panel will help shape the quantitative and qualitative research which would result in the 

publication of a report by the end of Q2.  

 The Group discussed the importance of avoiding self-reinforcing rhetoric throughout this 

review.  

 

Public Affairs Awards and EuroPAwards  

 Lionel gave the Group an update on the Public Affairs Awards and the EuroPAwards, which 

are necessary for the industry but they had to be commercially viable.  

 Henk raised the issue that it would have been good to get European firms involved at the 

EuroPAwards because it felt very UK-focused.  

 Simon also raised the importance of having the bigger firms involved in the Public Affairs 

Awards.  

 Nicholas and Lionel agreed to approach European firms and bigger firms for the upcoming 

awards.  

 

Committee Planning Succession  

 Lionel mentioned that he would stepping down as Group Chair in May, he welcomed the 

Group to submit their interest in the Group Chairman role to Neha or Nicholas.  

Future Events 

 Lionel briefed the Group on the upcoming events. 

 February: Matthew Elliot will be speaking on Thursday 16th February at Shepherd’s.  

 March: Syed Kamal MEP will be speaking on Thursday 9th March at Shepherd’s.  

 Nicholas and Neha will be circulating invites for the events shortly.  

A.O.B. 

 Nicholas briefed the Group on the PRCA’s response to the recent Inquiry into Lobbying by the 

Assembly of Wales. It is an early enquiry into whether there is a need for a statutory register 

in Wales.  

 Lionel suggested that it would be good to have a roundtable with firms in Northern Ireland, 

UK, Scotland, and Wales on the different regulatory systems in place.  

 Next meeting: Friday 24th March, Venue: TBC.  


